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Application

Goals of exegesis: 
· Transformation into the likeness of Jesus Christ
· To hear God speak to us
Application and obedience
· Application builds on exegesis
· Bridge the gap between then and now
· We must respond to the meaning of the inspired texts
Some passages are difficult to apply. Look at the broader context. 
Poor exegetical method leads to weak application

Distinguish between what is timeless and easily applicable and what is time-bound and culturally conditioned. 

A. Timeless, Universal Truths
usually moral, ethical, theological, spiritual, or relational in nature
should be followed and obeyed without debate or question
B. Culturally Conditioned Truths
Intended for the specific audience of the passage. 
Different ways to apply to today
Find the timeless truth behind this
C. Difficult Passages to Apply
Need cultural exegesis to help
Look at the context for the principle
Relate to two greatest commands
D. Contextualization 
1. From missiology: putting gospel in terms of a different situation, restating principles for a new culture
2. Syncretism: combining ideas into something
3. The goal of all scriptural study
4. The challenge: Be careful not to lose the meaning or truth of the Bible.
5. Distinguish form (how something is said) from content (what is said)

I. Personal Qualities
A. Humility
B. Realize Limitations
C. Openness to the Holy Spirit












II. The Thompson Dyad


Nature & Activity of God in the Text

 
 

 Sin & Failure in the Text
Human response desired in the text



              ---------------------≈-------------------------------≈------------------------------------≈----------

Sin & Failure Now

Human response desired by God now

 

 

Nature & Activity of God now

 

Discover in the text . . .
 1) The sin or failure in the text 
 2) The nature and activity of God in the text 
 3) The human response desired by God in the text 
Compare to . . .
4) The sin or failure in our situation that corresponds to 1). 
5) The nature and activity of God in our situation that corresponds to 2). 
6) The human response desired by God in our situation that corresponds to 3). 
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III. Making Application
A. Simple steps to take:
1. Summarize the original situation of the author and audience.
2. Determine what is applicable and what is not.
3. Determine how the message fits into the message of the Bible as a whole.
4. Find a parallel situation in a contemporary context that is similar.
5. Make a specific application.
B. Only after all the hard work of exegesis do you make application. By this point, the message of the passage should be clear. Consider the application of the passage on several levels or for various contexts:
· What is the message for the original situation in the text (for example, in Jesus’ ministry)? 
· What is the message for those to whom the text was written (for example, the Gospel writer’s readers)? 
· Are there timeless or general principles given in the passage, or truths that were for a specific context and time? 
· How do these principles speak to the original situation? 
C. Look for similar situation today. How should people respond in faith and obedience?
D. Determine what can be applied to today.
1. Determine the original application(s) intended by the passage.
2. Evaluate the level of specificity of those applications. Are they transferable across time and space to other audiences? We need to distinguish carefully between form and principle. What aspect remains timeless in the principle? Possible questions to ask:
a. Does the text present a broad theological or moral principle, or does it give a specific manifestation of such a principle, which Scripture elsewhere embodies in one or more different forms? Consider the broader biblical principles that may inform less clear passages.
b. Does the larger context of the book in which the passage appears limit the application in any way or does it promote a more universal application?
c. Does subsequent revelation limit the application of a particular passage even if the book in which it appears does not?
d. Is the specific teaching “contradicted” elsewhere in ways that show it was limited to exceptional situations?
e. Are cultural conditions mentioned in Scripture or assumed by its authors that make it inappropriate always to apply a given text in the same way?
f. Is the particular cultural form expressed in the biblical text present today, and if so, does it have the same significance as it did then?
g. Is the rationale for the application rooted in a creation ordinance, in the character of God, or in part of his redemptive plan for humanity?
h. Is the command or application at variance with standard cultural norms of the day?
i. Does the passage contain an explicit or implicit condition that limits its application?
 
3. If not, identify one or more broader cross-cultural principles that the specific elements of the text reflect. Degrees of authority: the closer the application is to the principle in the text, the more confidence the specific application is legitimate.

4. Find appropriate applications for today that embody those principles. Translate the principles given for the biblical context to the modern context.

E. Three perspectives:
1. First context (the original author and audience)
Barriers (culture, language, time)
2. Contemporary reader’s context (the pastor)
Barrier (the thickness of this barrier depends on the proximity of the speaker to the people).
3. The context of the second contemporary culture or audience (church, community)
F. The process: We must look three ways:
1. Look Backwards: 
a. Understand the text’s universal message (using the various methods of exegesis to illuminate the meaning of the text) 
b. Allow the text to set the agenda, not the contemporary interpreter or culture. How does the text set the agenda? Through careful and objective exegesis.
2. Look Within: Allow this message to transform our lives.
3. Look Forward:
a. As changed people we seek to help those to whom we minister experience the transforming power of the gospel.
b. Finding language (terms, metaphors) from the target culture to express. Understand the limits of language.
c. Be in conversation with other cultures to avoid provincialism. 
d. Culture must always conform to normative biblical content.
e. The text and culture enter into dialogue.

Big Ideas
1. Distinguish between what is timeless and easily applicable and what is time-bound and culturally conditioned.
2. For passages that are culturally conditioned, we can do cultural exegesis to help us arrive at the biblical principle behind the cultural situation.
3. Contextualization seeks to determine the cultural, social, and theological/spiritual assumptions behind a passage and in order to apply the message to a new context.
4. The interpreter must develop humility, realize our limitations, and listen to the Holy Spirit.
5. The Thompson Dyad is a useful way to find contemporary analogies to biblical truths.
6. Asking careful questions will help us build a bridge from the Bible to our modern situation. 

